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Edward C. Aldridge's storied career ex-
emplifies the dizzying spins of the revolv-
ing ckxJr between the Pentagon and its mili-
tary contractors. He has been secretary of
the Air Force. president of the McDonnell
Douglas Corporation and, most recentiy,
an uDder secretary of defeuae.

Now, he is a member of the Lockbeed
MardD Corporatkx1 board, a detail tbat did
Dot prevent him from beinl named to head
President Bush's commission on space ex-
ploration. Lockheed is m1e of NASA's big-
gest contractors, and only Senator John
McCain, RepibUcao of ArizmJa, objected
and called for Mr. Aldridge's removal,
comp1aiD1Dl of ccmfUct of interest.

But Mr. Aldridge, who receives $15S,1MMI
a year from Lockheed and owns $115,000 in
company stock, stayed IXJt. Last mmd1, dJe
commission called for privatizing much of
NASA. One of the bluest JX)tential benefi-
ciaries is United Space Alliance, a Lock-
heed company that operates the space

shuttle and <k)es more business wid! NASA
than any other contractor.

Mr. Aldridge brusbes off criticism of his
roles, saying tbat his actions are In compli-
ance with current ethics laws.

"It (k)eSn't txJther me, and I ckm't give it
any credibilitY," he said In a telephone in-
terview. "The space commtssjm' s agenda
is for the next 50 years. We didn't get Into
any issues on who will be biddjq on c0n-
tracts down the road. We jUst want to cre-
ate vision for success and what is right for
NASA."

For years, the revolving door between
the Pentaaon and military contractors bas
SIRIn wtdn1t much notice In WUhlnltOf1.
But the multiple roles played by top Penta-
p and governmelt offictals, like Mr.
Aldridge, who have joined the ranks of mil-
Itary cootractors as executives, board
members and lobbyists, are now coming
under closer scrutiny after a ~ Air Force
official negotiated a lucrative job contract
wid! dIe BoeiDI Company while still over-
seeing Boeing business. This is mt the first
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One Man's Deft Journey
Edward C. Aldridge. above. who worked under Defense Secretary Donald H. Rl.mSfeld ootIllast year. nCNt sits on the bO8Id at
Lockheed Martin. which gets more than $20 billion a year in military contracts. Mr. Aldridge, known as Pete, also serves on the space
advIsory commission. which just recommended privatizing much of NASA's work, a potential ~ to Lockheed.
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Pentagon Brass and Military Contractors' Gold Mine
---'

P P. stB ~~-- 0..8 that the Bush administration, in itsLOnJt,-.. rom Ir usu~. _e first year and a half, named 32 ap-

pointees who were former execu-time Mr. A1drid&e's actkMII have tlves, paid consultants or major
raised eyebrows. Last year, in the shareholders of top military contrac-
month before he \ett die Pentapt tors to top pollcy-makin& positions.
for Lockheed's board, Mr. Aldridge William Hartung, author of the
approved a $3 billion contract to stUdy said a rough comparison
build 20 Lockheed F/A-22's, after show~ this exceeded the number of
having long criticized the prosram industry-related appointees in either
as overpriced and having threatened tbe Clinton administration or the ad-
to cancel It.

WhIle tb be of I who ministration of the first PresIdent
e num r peop e Bush

make such transitions is not tracked 'There's a deager when you have

by the governrnent, the Project on .

Government Oversight, a WaslllDg- too many folks from tbe COlJMIfate
ton ~rotlt groop that stUdies mill- world" advising you:' Mr. Hartung
tary spending, will issue a report to- E.,--.P_AlOOCY said. It can lead to inbred decision
day showing that 288 top government Edward C. Aldridge, chaimlan of the space exploralion commission, making that ~s pro-corporate and
officials since 1997 have taken pos\- . I bo be Lock d b. NASA anti-taxpayer.tlonsatthe20largestmIlItarycon- center"sasoa ardmem rat hee ,a Ig contractor. Two members of the influential
tractors at levels bigh enough that Defense Policy Board, a quasi-gov-
they were disclosed in federal regu- ernmental board that advises Mr.
latoryfillngs. Rurnsfeld on military strategy, were

The infusion at such companies as hired by Boeing as consultants while
Lockheed, BoeInI, N~ Grum- it was aeeklnl peotagon approval for
man and Raytl-. makes It difficult a $20 billion contract for aerial re-
"to determine where the government fueling tankers.
stops and the private sector begins," An internal Boeing e-mail IDes-
the report states. sage indicated that the men, Adm.

On Capitol HIli, Senator McCain, David Jeremiah, a retired vice chair-
who heads tbe Senate Commerce man of tbe JOint ChIefs at Staff and a
Committee, win bold Congressional member of rm corporate boards,
bearings soon on the Pentagon's re- and Gen Ronald Focleman. who re-
volving door, tbe first on the subject tired from the AIr Force, were to lob-
in nearly a dozen years. Senator Rob- by Mr. Rumsleld's office.
ert C. Byrd, Democrat at West Vir-
ginia tried to insert a provision into --Ie.. . General Fogleman, In an inter-
the ioos Pentagon spending biD last Before Edward C. Aldridge left the government for Lockheed, he ap- ;~I=I~~~~e=e:~~
week to tighten ethics laws, but his proved a contract for 20 Lockheed F / A-22's like the one above.

ed ~- ~- t theffort was beaten back by stiff oppo- anyone at ,,~ rco. &gOD on e
sitlon. company's behalf. Stlu, he did en-

"The potential lor abuse is enor. comparison with previous years Is viti, tbe former chairman of the Joint dorse portions of the Breing tanker
moos." said Senator Byrd who add- difficult But, Danielle Brian, execu- OIIefs of Staff, who .Is a member of plan at a variety of public events. Ad-
ed that the relationship ~een mill- live director at the project, sald that the boards of other military contrac- mlral Jeremiah declined to com-
tary contractors and the Pentagon is at the Pentagoo, "It's a given that the tors. including UnIted Defense Indus- ment.
"too close, too chummy:' second half of one's career will be in tries and L-3 Commlmlcatlons. Boe- Finally, there is Mr. Aldrid&e. On

Under current law, government of- industry, and it wasn't always that ing also has Rudy F. deLe.xI, former joining the Lockheed Board, Mr.
ficials who make contracting decI- way. deputy secretary of defense. Aldridge was immediately named by
sions must either wait a year before "We don't want oor government Over at Northrop, there IS Gen. Mr. Rumsfeld to a blue-ribbon panel
joining a military contractor or If filled with people who are using their John T. Chain, a retired commander studying how tbe Pentacon ~Id
they want to switch immedlat'ely, government positIons as a stepping- of the Strategic Air Command, wblle buy weapons - including those made
must start in an affiliate or division stone to making money in the private General DyIIamJcs has Paul Kamm- by Lockheed, which bas received
unrelated to their government work. sector," she said. "Vet this Is- bas ski, a former defense under s.ecre- $142 billion in government contracts
One big loophole is that these restrlc- been 011 everyone's radar screen for tary, and former Lt. Gen. David K. In the last seven years.
lions do not apply to many high-level 50 long, it's turning Into the normal H.eebner, wbowas an Army assistant For nearly a decade, Mr. Aldridge,
policy makers, like Mr. AIdridce. protocol with military contractors." VIce chief of staf!. who prefers to be called Pete, was
who can join corporations or their The steady march along the Poto- To some, thIS IS all for the better. also a member of tbe Defense Sct-
boardswtthoutWaiting. mac from the Pentagon to military "Personally, I'm offended by the ence Board another innuentlal

Senator Byrd's proposal would contractors has Its defenders. Steven criticism:' said Thomas Jurkowsky, that.iv; M R sfeId
have extended the waiting period to Kelman, a professor at the Kennedy a Lockheed spokesman and a former g~ a ses ~:e on
two years, and made it apply to School of Government at Harvard. rear admiral and chief of naval infor- :rstary s~atezy I ~ ed Infmem.
many policy makers like Mr - said the revolving door enabled bard- matlon."1 Interpret It as sotn«>ne are p vy to c ass! I orma-
Aldridge. The proposal would also questioning my inlegrlty At Lock- tion.
have eliminated the provision ex. heed, there are ethics policies and Mr. Aldridge recently left the De-
empting government empjoyees rules In place, and ce"ainly they are fense ScIence Board because it posed
from the waiting period if their new Concern about a more than sufficient. People know a conflict WIth bis role as a director
jobs were in a dIvision unrelated to what Is right and what Is wrong." of Global Crossing. Recently, a ma-
their governrnent work. loo p hole that allows The swiftness of the OPIXISllion to jorlty stake in Global Crossing. a

Ev811 the Bush administration, Senator Byrd's efforts shows how telecommunications company
which has been criticized for its close easy job moves. hard It will be for rum to lighlen ex- emerging f~m bankrUptcy, was ac-
ties to corporate America, is siding lstlng rules - even as he vows to quired by Smgapore TeIecommunl-
with some of the critics. Defense Sec- press on cations, which is controlled by the
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld bas "We <kIII't want to make people un- Singapore government.
called for the Pentagon general working govemment employees to employable In whole Industries," In fact, Mr. Aldridge's presence at
coonsel's office to look Into the rules accept low wages if they knew there said Alan Cbvotitin, general counsel Global Crossing eased government
and regulations governing negotia- was a furore ~fit Moreover Mr of the Professional Services Council, concerns about the sale of the com-
lions between top-level government Kelman said, the t';rge num~r oi a trade group representing govern- pany - and its critical telecommun\-
officials and the military ContraCtors Pentagon officials working at mil\- ment contractors. cations networks - to a foreign buy-
who might want to hire them. tary contractors Inluses those com- Moreover, the revolv1~ door does er.

The WhIte House Issued an execu. panles with a sense of public pur- not Just go in one dlrectKm, adding The Singapore deal wbich will
ttve order thiS year making It more pose. another potential area of confflct bring $100 million to Global Crossing.
difficult for senior administration of. "Given the lower salaries in goy- When he took office, Mr. Rumsfeld received Justice Department ap-
Clclals seeking employment with gov- ernment for senior people," said Mr. made clear his preference for corpo- provallast year after Mr Aldridge
ernment ContraCtors to get waivers Kelman, who also works for tbe Ac- rate expertise in the Pentagon and agreed to sit on a special G~aI
exempting them from many of the centUre Corporation


