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Some lawmakers and
experts criticize the
government's switch,
saying it could increase~ and eliminate .

~ to infOm1ation.
By DAVID ZUCCHINO
n-B14/TwrtWr

WASHINGTON - 'n1e fed-

er8!govemment,whklhbaa
turned over ~tgnI4c~'1t military
1\mctk)na to private coairaeton
In ~ years, baa hired a com-
puter ftmi to manage 1n1brma-
tion about all government con-
tracts with pI1vate companies -

tn-.hJltfng bmIona or doU8rB In
miDtaryCOntl'8ct8.

TIle General ServIces AdmIn-
1stTatk)n, which mAtnbtn. p-
~ ri on tedera1

conU8Cta. wtn turn over control
or all contr8Ctor data to a VIr-
glnla-bued comp&u,- today. 'nIe
&88DCY S8YI tile ~ arraDp.
ment will provide ~
about contr8Ct8 to ~ the

news media and the ~ mare
emmentiy. cheaply aIKI ~-
rateiy.

Some members at ~
and iDdependent expertihaw
c11tIcI8d the ch8Dp. s.vtng it
couk1 In- CO8t8 and eIIDJ1-
nate direct ~ .- to Inb'-
rnatkm about bIIIkxIa of doI1&I'8
In federal contrBCtL 'I118Y -
PUttinl government d8ta In the
haDdI of a for-pnJftt COIDP8DY
wtn make the federal con~

~~~
C8II1ng the new an'ani8lD8nt

.olDilloua. ~ Sen. Tom Harkin (Do

Iowa) told a Senate be8liDg lut
month that the mow ~ -all
k1Dda of 18188 about wtIetbmo we
can pc the Infonn8tIo n ~. ~

Aron PmIoter . d~~~~ edi-
tor ai the Center for PublIc In-
tepity, a waicbd(IIlnIUPo sak1
the cbaD88 --dalb' .~
m~~ pubIk: recorda by
tUI"niD« them Into commerdaI
producta.

'nIeG-.lBervtcesAdm1n-
iatratIon "'...b.. Is a valU8bIe

~ for joum8ll-., W8tcbduI

gnNP8and8C8(i8mic8w!K1tl8Ck
gOY81Im8nt apeDd1Da on priv8&e
contr8ata. It Is ai8O u88d by com-
p8nteI to k8eI) up wttb competi-
ton. and by members of COD-
greIa and guvemment ~
to monitor federal 8~

Dovo MJLL8 -- --
SKBPTICAL: Ben. 7bm
Hal'ttn calla tJ&e goIJe7'r&ment'3
new ar1'aIIQ8meItt .0000mou. w

The da~~ - the Federal
ProcuremeotD8ta~-
baa become eIpeeJaJ1y siIDia-
cant during the ~ In ~. as
crttIC8 have I'8I8ed queat1oDI
about lw:rattw CDDtI8etB award-
ed to mWtary cantractorL Ham-
burton CO.. In paI'tIcuJar. h&I
cou. uDder scnIt1IIY for no-bid.
mu1t1-bID1on-doDar Pent88lJn
CODtI'8at8.

David A. DrBbkIn. tile fedel'8l
a(eIIeY's deputy cbIef acqul81-
tton olBcer. sajd the - system
would ~ In IntlQuated 0D8
r.oom the 19808 that wu crItt-
ci8ed for long deI8.ya aDd data eI'-
rors. He said the 888Day would
sttDownaildcontlo1alldaia,but
would Improve --- to it
throu8b a sop!!L~~ ocxn-
puter syatem NO by Global
Computer En~ of a..
ton. Va.

Dr8bkIn said Global would
not be penuitted to reaeIl the
data wttbout the a.-ncy's ap.
provaL

David IA1cu. Global's dlrec-
tor of ch-. m."aaemeat. said
the compaIJY m8de 1m money by
deveJopiq 1nft)nnaCIon 8Y8tem8..
not by selllnK d8*&. He S8id the
ftrm ~UId provide fed8l'81 con-
tract infOrmatIon rucer ana
cheaper than the Cederal aIeDCJ
wbIle eDlUl1nI "un~tcQ
transpareacy Cor how the gov-
ernment ~ tax dollars.w

Global won a --m11l1OI1.
seven-year contrset abr com-
petjng with 10 COlJ&P8Diea. Drab-
kin said. For the I8It 12 month-.
the com~ hu ~ phaaInK

in the new SYStem. receiving COD-

~dataftvm_tederal
apncIea. 'n1e sy8teID 18 expected

to be fuJJy in place ~. Drab-

kln88id.

Rather th8D subm1tttIII COD-

tr'8Ct Ina.matkm to the 0eI881

ServIcea~1mre
than 70 federal agencI88 wtn lend

it dJrectJy to Ok»b8L 'nIat tnRI-

b* crttIea, who 18)' the ~

cuts o~pubUc -- sa part at a

Bulb admIn18tration 8trat.e8)' to

turn Important ~
tImctIons oyer to private IDdua-

try.
Steven 1.. SctIooIl8". a tonMr

!edera1 procurement otDcJa1 who

teaches pmcunmeDt ~ at

Georwe Waab1DltoD UD1wr8Ity.
88Id the IOV81'Dm8Dt b.s cut 80

~~!-~~~
t1oII8 that it b.s been t)nIed to

bn a pri9ate ftrm to do the work

otaovemmentemp1o,ee8.
'-rbe 8OY8mD8Dt baa DO

choice at tbJ8 point txIt to enter

Into ~ aDd mo1'e oompIi-

catedccmtr8et8~tbey
don't haw 8ID1Ib people to
ID8D888 the CODtr8at.I. .. ScbDCX1-

er told a s-te I-nna Jut
month. 'SO tb81're b8ID« J8IDY
WiR aDd powM1 fooiI8h by oot
stamnguptb8r1lXlUllitkm
~.

~~ 88Id that ttIe ~-

er818Y8t8Dh8d~am0d8ot
tr8DaJ)8mIey bec8uIe 8u,oDe

couIc1 sit down at a oomputer

aDd log In the name at a ftrm aDd

aDd out 81 the CODtr8Ct.a tb8)"ve
~ awarded. .. Wh8tb8' 8Ud1 di-

re«. ~ win be m.-- -
aDd at what ~ - are "IeIIti-
~ COI8m8. . Bcbooa8l' I8kL

Drabklnsaid8llJlXle~
be able to - the BPlM:J'I Ie-

porta oDIIIIe at 1M) ~ For di-
re«. ~ to raw d8&a, t.a.. wan
be a oDe-ttme $2,500 ,. (~
for members ot ~) to
coverthe~otCC8lDec&tDCa
~ to ~'8 J]8t-z. W8td1-
cq~~the,.~
haft ~ far bI8tI8' it ID b'
~ IPPII8d by th8D on the
0eII8r'a1 ~ A"-iDIItraoo
tIon.

The PnIjeet On 00V8I'mIIent
OYerstIbt.which~KUV-
~w.-eaIQ~aKi
the ftIS report uIId8' the new
S3'8teID - etIbt ~ 10lIl: it
_l92~the~~.
'n1e ~ ..,. tM report 18 an

intllcetioll the new ..,..- win

pmvIde~1ntmmatIIxL
D~ laid the r8IXJrt. com-

piled durtna the tr8D&tt1on ~
waa tnmcated ~ tbe nUl1Wil
ber 01 I!deral empIo,ees majDtor
taImnI data b8d ~ reduo8
ft1)m is to three .. Global ~
to tab OYer. He s..s a ~ ..
~ report would be cona

pi8t.ednextmonth,andnaa
yeer's report would contaJIr
more Inft)rmat1on than the an..
DUal ~rts compiled by tb8
General BerYIce8 Adminj8tr8',
t¥)n.

DrabkIn sajd MPOrts on con..
~ Intonnation would be

provIded~toColl8Ee8a.~
-1D8d1aandtJlepublic.ID
addition to online -. GkJb81
baa set up a computer help ~
staDc1 24 howa a ~ , seYeD',
dara a week, to haDd]e ~
toI'tnamnatIon.

In ~ c-. DrabkIn saki,.
eIeetIvmc Mport8 woukI be proI!.
vided within eilbt to 24 hour-.,
Drabklnsaldmo8tlDtorlnatlalW;
would be a~ In "IS ~
~ with Inb'm8tk)n un.

der tbe PIfttoU8 BY8t8m that not av8iIabJa unW IDDntb8 a1t8D

It ent88d the I!deral d~.#-~-
Under tbe preytIKJ8 ~

PI1h8r S8Id, hIa 'fttCbdo8
gnJIJp P8K1 tbe 0eIIer8l 8ervk!e8
Ad...tIri~ aIxa1t $&00 a
~ 1br a aomputer dIR. contam..
Inc a "data dump" ~ the prw1j\
oua ~s contr8Cta. 'lbe d8ta
-- moII*b8 old aDd I1ddIed With
em»ra,he88ld.

'nI8 ~ ay8t.em sIx.Iid pro.;

vldelDb1D8tkln_~
and~,~~
But he MkIed that PuttIDc pubIIC\
reccmi8 In prtVate h8nd8 raI81
"V8I7 serbJ8 qu88tkmI" abouU
I:MJtential ~ ~ om
Uleolthedata.

Drabklnsajd~--P")'"
b1tBted ft1)m d8nyIDc - to
lJIamna&IOD.exI1ePtror~
tIOII8 i~ by ~ aICIi

aatbe~ortbe~
ment of HomeIa- Seeu11ty ~
"O~ ~ I-.."
SUch !'-*I1atIon8 IDQ be Im-
poMd tbr up to 00 d.,.. he laid.

a-- the GeII88l ~
AttJntfttltratlon 0- tbe d8C8,
DrabklnIaMl.~d8lll8dac-
~ to IntorIn8CiDn ~ tile a
FrceQom or ~ Ad, re-
q\I88t.

"WbateYer ia coded for ~
1-. UIey have to ~" h8
said. "If they don't, they an In
v1oIatIon of the termI and coJIdi-
tIOII8 of the COnU'8Ct. and --
would taka ~."


