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Private Company to Oversee
Database on Public Contracts

Some lawmakers and
experts criticize the
government’s switch,
saying it could increase
costs and eliminate
access to information.
By DAvID ZUCCHINO

Stajy Writsr

puter firm to manage informa-

tion about all government con-

tracts with private companies —

tncmdlngbﬂnomofdonlmm
military contracts.

hands of a for-profit company
will make the federal contracting
process less transparent.
Calling the new arrangement
“ominous,” Sen. Tom Harkin (D-
Iowa) told a Senate heearing last

month that the move raised “ail

kindas of issues about whether we

can get the information freely.”
Aron Pfihofer, database edi-

tor at the Center for Public In-

govermumnent spending on private
contracta. It is aiso used by com-
panies to keep up with competi-
tors, and by members of Con-
gress and government agencies
to monitor federal spending.

Dova MILLS Associated Prese
SKEPTICAL: Sen. Tom
Harkin calls the government’s
new arrangement “ominous.”

David A. Drabkin, the federal
agency’s deputy chief acquisi-
tion officer, said the new system
would repiace an antiquated ane
from the 19808 that was criti-
cized for long deiays and data er~
rors. He said the agency would
still own and control all data, but

puter sysiem run by Global
Computer Enterprises of Res-
ton, Va.

Drebkin said Global would
not be permitted to reseil the
data without the agency’s ap-
proval.

David Lucas, Global's direc-

tor of change management, said
the company made its money by
developing information

systems,,
not by selling data. He said the

flrm wouid provide federal con-
tract information faster and

cheaper than the federal agency

while ensuring “unparaleied
transparency for how the gov-
emment spends tax dollars.”
Global won a $24-million,
seven-year contract after com-
peting with 10 companies, Drab-
kin said. For the iast 12 months,
the company has ?een phasing

many acquisition poai-
tions that it had been forced to




