
I n March, D4fense N6WS ~Jb]ish~ a 'COm-
men~ by,Achn. Archie ClemiIIS, fanner
CO~er in chief of the U.S. Paclftc

neet. In it, he adVrJt"~M a U.s. Ajr Force
plan to lease 100 planes !rom Boeing Co.,
whiclt Would m~ the 767s tor t1\e Air
Force's aeda1 ref1ldirIg ~.L~on. 'That a. Navy
man would back an AU' Force program is
what. made 1t Jntrlgaing.

What we ~ 't !mow at the 11me was that
ClemiDs did not write the piece. Nor did he
think on hja own to write it. Nor, for that
m~~. did he even think to Sa'\d it to NtIt1V
nmes, a sister publicaUon, without
prompting.

In truth, a Boeing representative came up
'9rith the idea, asked ClemillS to write it, and
provided a wrtrel' to he]p him get the job
done. Boei1\g also suggested where he ought
to send it and provided h!m.the ~tnail
addresS.

Clemin" sa.ys he was not paid far the ax:ucle
and stands "by what it 8a18- We bel1sve 1i1at

But he acknowledges tbat prior to wrltiz,g
the al11cle, he had done some paid consult-
ing work !or BOein& and that he has since

~

degeloped a more formal consultiq ~e-
ment with the company. He said he ntade no
effort to "'pull the wool over aI'YOOe's ~ "

In pubUsbiDg the p~ resardless of who
actually wrote it, we provided a ~ for
the tree .flow of ideas. 'n\at is the ~ of
our Commentary pages.

But we :failed 1X> do some ~ we shoold
have done. We should have asked Qemins if
he had a fin.~l ~o~ with. the pro-
grain or the contzactor. We shoWci nave asked I

if he had. in !act, written the aIUde himself.
.And we shou1d have weiChed lib aNWe:s in
ourtbiit king. b~~ thatinf(:JrI nation :is
MS8ndalm the context of his article.

Had we known those ~, we nIigk\t $till
h.ave published 11m opinion. But we wou1d
~ iIIcblded the otlI.er wIiter's name and
noted Clern1ns' relatt.o~ with Boe1i\g
among his credentials at the a\d of the arti-
cle..As it was, we merely.noted that M~the fOIII\eI' conunander of the Pacifi.c F1eet '

- we, but not the whole stoxy.
Fun disclOS\n-e is what we're 8£te:r. Here, .:

we fen Short We will work hard to ensure:
tl\i., doesn't happen again.
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