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Pentagon Rejected Pre-9/11 Hijacking Exercise
By ERIC SCHMm DOt fit the war game's objectives, group hijack a commercial airlin-

WASHINGTON April 13 - At the officials said er (foreign carrier) and fly It into
least five moo~ before the at. "Several fict1tbIs scenarios the P~taaon. " the message said.
tacks of Sept. 11 2001 air defense were posed. and this scenario was ., Joint Staff actim officers reject-
planners propo~ a w'ar-game sit- rejected, as were many others," ed it as unrealistic."
uation in which a terrorist group said Bryan G. Whitman, a Penta- In April 2001, a Pentag<m offtciai
hijKked an airliner and flew it into pi splkeslD8D. said. "it probabiy was unrealis-
the P~tagon. but the Joint Staff The p~ was described in tic." He added, "While Norad had
rejected the idea, Pentagon offi. an e-mail message discioaed on done hijacking scenarios, they nor-
ciais said Tuesday. Mooday by the Project on Govern- mally landed safely and resulted in

Pentagm offtcials <XI Tuesday merit Oversigbt, an advocacy DeIOtiatims.' ,
played 00wn the significance of the groop, and was CCXlftnned by mill. The message aiso said that the
proposal, which they said was tary officials. The message was Navy's Pacific Command aiso
made at a Plann1ng conference for written Sept. 18, 2001, by Terry balked at using the hijacking, but a
the training esercise in April 2001, ~ identified as a former siX*esman for tbe commaDd said
and was oot baaed on any spedflC member of the North American it had never taken a )X)Si~ 00 it.
threat. The exercise was Intended Aerospace Defense Command, or An investigator for the advocacy
to test the military leadership's Norad, whid1 is resIXJI1Sible for 1nKIP, Peter Stockum, said the hi-
ability to function at uDdjsckI8ed defeIM1iD8 United States airspace. jackiDI propJSai was sugested by
sites outside WasbiDgtoo in an "The Norad exercise deveqleTS Special 0peratkxIS per.-mei
emergency, and the hijacking did wanted an event having a terrorist trained to think like terrorists.


