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For Immrdiatc Release: Wduaday, July 8.1998 

New Mexico M a  Alleges &D Retribution Afrer He TIrnpkned to Wam 
Congress of Nueltar Cupab- of Fw16 Air@ to be sold to P&m 

WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S. Senator Jcfx Slagaman 0 today introduced 
Icgislation to f m i a l l y  campepsate a former high-level lkpamcm of J k f w  employee 
who in 1989 lost his sccurify cleararrct and job a f h  thwcnhg to divulge classified 

sold to Pakistan. The formcr employee, Richard Barlow, is now a resident of Sanu Fc, 
New Mexico. 

informath to C ~ ~ X C S S  about the rmcfcar ~ a p a b i l i t i ~ ~  Of tbt F-16 aircaft, which W= U) be 

secondly, as is cb~moo pnmdure with many private relief bills, Bhgsman 
i;ntroducod a Resolution referring the bill to tk U.S. Court of Fedmil CIaims to provide 
additional guiaance to Congrcss on tbt validity of the w e  and 
&ould be pmvidd, Bbgaxnan's bill, if cnactcd, would utthorizc Congress to pmvidc 
Barlow $1.1 million in compensation for fsnanciai losscs be suffered as a result of the 
persome1 actions taken by thc Pepartment of Defense. 

h e 1  of compensation that 

"This singlt evtnt has caused Mr. Barlow extraodhmy hadship. But this 16 more 
than just a heart-wr- stary. This case has importaut implications for whistleblowets 
who must be protected against employer retibution. And in light of what WE now know 
about Pakistan's nuclear pmgram, this case also iraisw important national sccuriry questions.* 
Blngaman said. 

In 1989, while employed in tht Office of the Secretary of Dcfew, Barlaw became 
a w m  that testimony his supwisors had provided to the H o w  Foreign Affairs CO- 
regarding a $1.4 billion sale of F-16s to Pakistan was incomplete and ioacwate. 
Spccif~cally, he alleged that his supervisors had misbfonncd Congress abwt the nuclear 
capabilities of these aircraft. When k l o w  made h claims to his syxrvisors, he was 
immcdiatdy striptd of his h@-IwcI secuzify cka.rancc. was subjcctcd to an intense d 
invasive rwo-ymr hvesrigation into nearly every aspect of his life, and was soon ttumifler 
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issued a wtice terminating bis cmploymcm with the hparmm. FS&I,~ terrniatuti m, 
Barlow xe.sigRul in 1992. 

Bingmm aotcd that Congress enacted rht Whistleblower Protection Act many ycars 
ago to protect fedtral cmployws from being ptmishcd for disclosing certain Momation. He 
said tbat itl this y w ' s  defme bill, that protection was expaded to cover employees of tk 
cxemivc branch who p v i d c  classified informaton to Congress. Today bt said, *Mr. 
Barlow's case may have predated thEse new protections, but tb catably docsn't dcpnve 
him ofthe nghtu, dueproccss." 

'Mr. Barlow bas exhausted all other a v w s  of appeal and r d y .  Investigations 
ht0 this cpse have coaduded tbat rhe miom against him wefc taken without cause. This bill 

M. Barlow miadcptadent&licirlrcview of &case and a judpmcas to how 
he shwld be cornpensatad 30 kcanbcgld topdtbis ordcal*hM him," Bingamansaid- 

Barlow approacchad Bingaman's office in 1993, at which timc 
Inspectors G c d  (IG) of the DoD to rcvicw tk m. DoD. CIA pad the Dcpartmcnt of 
State hspectors Gauera). wductcd reviews. wbitt DoD aad CXA conchded thc 
Depamntat's pcmmA achns were legal and appp&c, the State 
exception and beUcved that m i t i o n  took place. Singaman tbcn p- tk Scnate b e d  
Smiccs Cmnmincc m rqucst a repon from tbt Gcmxal Accwating Office, which said iu 
July 1997 that the DoD IC; had not provided adepuatc eviclmx to support their cordusion 
that tbe actions t a b  against Bailow wtxt legal a d  tpproptiatc. 

asked th 

IG took 
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